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C E N T R E

We have come through a great summer, balanced with hot days and
refreshing rain. The number of new faces coming to The Gate has
increased and we welcome them with open arms. We have
experienced a lot of situations throughout this season, bringing us
both joy and sorrow.
Our outside property has been a playground where there has been
catch baseball, Frisbee-playing, and Lawrence taking care of our
tomatoes and cucumber plants– some having disappeared quickly!
Our meals are the talk of the town and the love that we share here
with respect for others is paramount. We have seen in the summer a
few sad occurrences– suicides and deaths through the usage of drugs
and intentional overdoses. This only tells us that people are hurting
but truly need the saving grace of our Lord. Both young and old–
there is no prejudice as to who is affected by poverty, homelessness,
and loneliness.

We are still on the lookout for a new building as we enter a one year
lease extension starting in October. There has been construction and
destruction in the neighborhood by the City and third parties in
preparation for the transit system to come through. The homeless are
being moved off the grounds and park places to make way.

We have experienced food insecurity. We are always appealing for
the most needed items: meat volumes, dairy products, vegetables; if
you know of places that can help support and partner with us, please
do let us know. God continues to provide for us in miraculous ways
and our cook and centre manager Rita is very creative in providing
our patrons with healthy, balanced and nutritious meals made from
scratch– what a blessing!

We always thank you all for your ongoing support and love for our
less fortunate that we serve. 
Many blessings to you!

A SEASONAL UPDATE From Betty Mann, Board President
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Con t a c t  U s

If you have certain
prayer requests, please

let them be known to us
via letter, email or

phone, and our team and
Board of Directors

would love to pray for
you. Each person is a gift

to us and we are His
disciples here on earth.

It is appreciated if we are
provided with clean,
laundered, modern day
clothing suitable for age
range 26 to 55 years old.

Our Open Hours
Monday to Thursday
8:30am to 2:00pm
Friday 8:30am to 1:00pm

DROP-OFF DONATIONS
CAN BE DONE DURING
OUR OPEN HOURS



If you would prefer to receive this newsletter by email
instead of by regular mail, please email office@gate316.org

Thank you for your ongoing gift
cards and donations. Please call us
before bringing clothing and items
as our needs do vary over time.

OUR CUPBOARDS AND 
YOUR DONATIONS

Your donations can help our
clients attend job interviews,
medical appointments and other
obligations. We have been
encouraged by DRT to use Presto
passes. For each patron requiring
a ride, we provide a return ride
on each Presto card issued.

MEAL TICKET PROGRAM
We have resumed our meal ticket
program with St.Vincent’s
Kitchen. We are so happy to help
others in this
way.
$1.50 per ticket

TRANSPORTATION FUND

PROGRAMS
Food Fancy
Food Pantry
Recovery Program

There is further hope for those who are
homeless and those on the poverty line in
Durham Region. There are currently two local
projects in Oshawa and Whitby that will
benefit our less fortunate. 
Please read the following media clips.

A PRAYER 
Dear Jesus,
May our feet journey together,
May our hands gather in unity,
May our hearts beat in unison,
May our souls be in harmony,
May our thoughts be as one,
May our ears listen to the silence together,
May our glances profoundly penetrate each other,
May our lips pray together to gain mercy from the
Eternal Father.
Amen

HOPE FOR THE HOMELESS AND
POOR

The aim is to offer spaces for 45 people by the
autumn.
“More people in our community are experiencing
homelessness than ever before and the need is
outpacing our ability to provide support,” wrote
Regional Chair John Henry. “There are almost
300 people on the By-Name list.” The By-Name
List is a list of people currently experiencing
homelessness, who provide consent to receive
supports, and are engaged with the support
system. Officials say the facility will offer
wraparound supports, tailored to each person’s
personal journey. It will have common areas for
various programs and a private outdoor space.

-Region of Durham Newsletter August 2023

IN ORDER TO RESPECT OUR CLOSE NEIGHBOURS, PROTECT OUR PATRONS, AND FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR

BUILDING AND STAFF, WE RELY ON THE POLICE SECURITY SERVICES 24/7 AND GOD’S PROTECTION. 

NO DRUG USAGE, VERBAL OR PHYSICAL ABUSES PERMITTED.

Redevelopment of former Ritson Public
School
The vision for the Ritson School Project
will see the renovation of the former
elementary school building to be used for
community programs that meet the
current and future needs of residents in
the surrounding neighborhoods and
communities. The project will also
examine the unused lands on the school
property for opportunities to include
mixed-use, sustainably-built housing.

-Durham Radio News.Com August 2023

Sunnycrest Home Housing Project
Durham Region is converting the former
Sunnycrest Nursing Home in Whitby into
temporary housing for people in need.
Officials announced Thursday that they
had bought the building on Dundas Street,
near Thickson Road.
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